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Hello and welcome to the summer edition of Bernard Gilpin Primary School’s newsletter  

MARVELLOUS MULTICULTURAL WEEK & VISITS TO PLACES OF WORSHIP 

During the penultimate week of term, the whole school took part in Multicultural Week. This fantastic celebration of culture helped to 

further develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of the cultural diversity in the local area, Britain and around the world to-

day. A wide range of exciting learning activities took place throughout the week such as tasting traditional foods, exploring traditional 

dress, learning and performing a range of dances and studying and creating cultural-inspired art. There were also a range of books and 

artefacts used in all classrooms throughout the week to enhance the children’s learning further. All of the children also took part in an 

African drumming workshop, which was equally as loud as it was exciting! To finish off the week, the whole school gathered together 

outside in the sunshine to display their artwork, masks, flags and headwear that they had designed and created during the week. The 

children then proudly paraded around the school yard to carnival music, before dancing together to the song learnt during the week. All 

of the children right across the school thoroughly embraced Multicultural Week with great respect for culture - well done to everyone 

for their fantastic efforts and to all involved in the organisation of the fantastic week of cultural learning. 

Year 6 in their carnival costumes The whole school multi-cultural dance  

Year 1 at the Newcastle Hindu Temple Year 3 at the Newcastle Gurdwara Reception displaying their Australian art 

All of the children across the school, took part in educational visits to 

places of worship linked to the religion studied during R.E. lessons this 

half term. The children in Reception visited St. Michael’s and All Angels 

Church to help develop their understanding of Christian places of    

worship. Year 1 thoroughly enjoyed their educational visit to the Hindu 

Temple in Newcastle, where they learnt more about Hinduism. The 

children of Year 2 experienced a tour of Bethany Christian Centre, and 

Year 3 visited the Newcastle Gurdwara, to enhance their                    

understanding of Sikhism. In relation to their study of Islam, Year 4 

visited the Newcastle Mosque, where they enhanced their knowledge 

of Muslim worship, while the children of Year 5 enjoyed their virtual 

visit to Darlington Synagogue to further develop their understanding of 

Judaism. Finally, Year 6 visited the inspirational Durham Cathedral in 

order to further develop their knowledge and understanding of     

Christian places of worship.  
Year 6 children on their educational visit to the inspirational Durham Cathedral 

Year 2 trying African drumming 

Year 5 at the Darlington Synagogue Year 4 at Newcastle Mosque 



SCHOOL SPORTS WEEK 2022: A SUPER SUCCESS 

Reception at Ford Quarry Hub Year 2 at Sunderland Climbing Centre 

Reception children visited the outdoor 3G pitch at Ford Quarry Hub. 

They received specialist football coaching and learnt many new skills 

including how to pass and dribble the ball with improved accuracy.  

Year 1 visited Hollywood ten-pin bowling alley in Washington. The 

children quickly mastered techniques to knock down as many skittles as 

they could, with a few strikes being scored towards the end of the game. 

The children then compared and ordered their scores during a maths 

lesson. 

Year 2 visited Sunderland Climbing Centre. The children were shown by 

instructors how to use the different hand and foot holes before going on 

to reach new heights. Many children were able to climb higher than 3 

metres and some even made it all the way to the top. 

Year 3 also visited Hollywood ten-pin bowling alley in Washington. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and  competed in a friendly 

manner throughout the visit. 

Year 4 visited Hetton Community Swimming Pool and Wellness Centre 

where they undertook a swimming safety course before thoroughly 

enjoying a fun swimming session with organised games and toys.  

Year 5 were excited to try playing foot-golf at Knotty Hill Golf Course on 

a wonderfully sunny day. The nine hole course, built with specially 

designed holes to allow footballs to fit in, was in great condition for the 

children to play the combination of football and golf on.  

Year 6 also visited Knotty Hill Golf Course where they thoroughly 

enjoyed giving foot-golf a go. All of the children competed in a friendly 

yet competitive manner to see who could finish with the lowest possible 

score around the nine hole course in this mixed-sports activity. 

There were many other sporting activities at school for the children to 

try including athletics, basketball, American football, rounders and many 

more. Well done to everyone involved in the organisation of this 

fantastic week of sports and to all of the children for participating in all 

sporting activities with a positive attitude. 

Year 5 enjoying their round of foot-golf  Big smiles during Sports Day Year 6 at Knotty Hill Foot-golf Course Year 4 in Sports Day action  

SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 
Sports Week ended in style with a whole school Sports Day, which took place on a gloriously sunny afternoon. The children across the 

whole school competed in a wide variety of events including a long-distance run, sprinting, relay racing, sack, egg and spoon and       

obstacle races as well as jumping and throwing events. Thank you to the huge numbers of parents, carers and families who came along 

and supported the children in huge numbers; it was a wonderful afternoon with fantastic team spirit amongst the children who cheered 

each other on throughout all of the events. Well done to the children in Kerr House who were the overall winners on the day - they 

were presented with the winning trophy during a whole school assembly along with medals for individual winners. 

SUNDERLAND DANCE FESTIVAL 

A large group of Year 5 and 6 children took part in the Sunderland 

Schools Dance Festival at The Sunderland Empire. This year’s 

theme was ‘The Elements’ and the children performed an excel-

lent routine around the theme of rain. Everyone was very proud of 

the level of effort that was put into the rehearsals and the chil-

dren’s costumes looked amazing. Well done to the dance team – 

the hard work definitely paid off on the big stage. 

Year 3 showing off their bowling skills  Year 1 at Hollywood Bowling Alley 

The view from the top of the field at a packed-out school sports day in the sun 



YEAR 3 RESIDENTIAL - THE HUB  

Children from Year 3 recently returned from an action-packed, two 

day residential at The Hub. The fantastic facilities, located at  Barnard 

Castle, gave the children the opportunity to try their hand at archery, 

climbing the high ropes course, orienteering, keeping fit on the out-

door gym equipment, developing outdoor bush-craft skills, toasting 

marshmallows on the fire pit and participating in a carousel of other 

sporting activities. The enthusiasm that the children displayed by  

encouraging each other during activities helped them to further    

develop their own communication, team-building and inter-personal 

skills, which are essential to use throughout their lives. It also       

allowed for friendships to flourish and certainly made many          

unforgettable memories on the children’s first school residential  

visit. All of the children were absolutely amazing throughout the two 

days - a real credit to themselves and the school. Well done to      

everyone involved - what an action-packed and amazing two days! 
Year 3 hanging out at The Hub residential at Barnard Castle 

Big smiles at The Hub Going for gold in the archery session Crate stacking on the high ropes  Toasting marshmallows was a hit  

YEAR 5 AND 6 RESIDENTIAL - BOGGLE HOLE 

A large number of Year 5 and 6 children recently experienced a two day 

residential at the amazing Boggle Hole, near Whitby. After dropping off 

their bags, the group wasted no time and headed straight down into the 

fantastic cove at Boggle Hole, where they took part in the ‘Seaside Safari’ 

session - a rock pooling activity in which the children, unearthed and iden-

tified numerous curious creatures. The children also investigated the hole 

itself in which the ‘Boggle’ is rumoured to live - they retold the story of this 

curious creature emerging at night to either help or hinder people depend-

ing upon its mood. The group then headed back up to the site and after a 

delicious evening meal, it was back down to the beach where they became 

‘Fossil Detectives.’ After many very interesting discoveries, the day was 

rounded off with various sporting activities on the sand. After a good 

night’s sleep, the children set off on a walk to nearby Robin Hood’s Bay, 

where they visited some unique shops including a dinosaur fossil shop. The 

group were a credit to the school throughout the visit and an amazing time 

was had by all - well done to everyone involved! 
Toasting marshmallows around the fire pit to make tasty s’mores was a real hit 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their time on the beach at Boggle Hole, where they found and identified a wide variety of unusual sea creatures in ‘Seaside Safari’ 



SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

The Bernard Gilpin school website contains a great deal of helpful 
information. Alongside class information and photographs, a 
range of very useful online safety links and resources are availa-
ble for parents/carers. You can find out how to keep you and 
your child safe with games such as Fortnite and with social media 
platforms like TikTok. The school website can be found at 
www.bernardgilpin.com.  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

After another learning-filled and successful school year, everyone at Bernard Gilpin Primary School would like to thank you all for your 

continued support in everything that we do. Everyone at school would also like to wish our current Year 6 children good luck in moving on 

to their new schools in September. We would like to wish you all a safe and restful summer break - take care and we look forward to   

welcoming everyone back to school on Wednesday 7th September 2022. 

STAFFING  

Everyone at school would like to wish Mrs Moncrieff a very happy 

retirement after teaching the children of the school for many 

years. We would also like to congratulate Mr Burton who has 

completed his Sports Degree and is going on to undertake a Post 

Graduate Certificate in Education. We are also delighted to      

announce that Miss Milne is due to have her second child very 

soon - we would like to wish her and her family every happiness. 

School is also welcoming two new members of staff - Miss       

Davison and Miss Bennett have been appointed as class teachers 

starting in September 2022.  

  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Summer Holiday – School closes Thursday 21st July 2022 

INSET Days - Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th September  2022 

School re-opens - Wednesday 7th September 2022 

Half Term - School closes Friday 21st October 2022 

School re-opens - Monday 31st October 2022                  

Christmas Holiday – School closes Tuesday 20th December 2022 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

https://student.readingplus.com/ 

https://www.lexiacore5.com/ 

https://oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

https://spag.com/ 

https://www.play.ttrockstars.com/ 

https://www.sumdog.com 

We are continuing to use the Reading Plus and Lexia education 

programmes, both in school and at home. Please encourage your 

child to continue using these online learning tools as part of their 

weekly homework. Both of these programmes are invaluable in 

assisting the children’s progress in reading  across the school. 

SUNDERLAND CUP WINNERS 
Following on from the success of all of the school football teams 

this year, the Year 5 football team were recently crowned winners 

of the Sunderland Schools Cup for the first time. The team played 

some fantastic passing football and remained unbeaten     

throughout the whole competition and only conceded one goal. 

Alongside the team’s victory, James was awarded the player of the 

tournament trophy for his excellent footballing performances. 

The Mental Health Charter Award presented by Education Director Simon Marshall 

The Year 5 football team celebrating their success in the Sunderland Cup final 

MENTAL HEALTH CHARTER MARK  
Bernard Gilpin Primary School was recently acknowledged for its 

continuing commitment to wellbeing by receiving the Sunderland 

Schools Mental Health Charter Mark. The award recognises all that 

is done in school to promote positive mental health and wellbeing 

across the school and was presented by Simon Marshall, Director 

of Education for Sunderland. Well done to everyone involved,  

especially Lucas and Scarlett, who collected the award on the 

school’s behalf at a ceremony held at Sunderland University. 


